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fourth/tenth century and helped to a certain extent to create a moderate and
flexible atmosphere among the conflicting groups in the Ibadiyya move-
ment. Nazwa is still a large, well-inhabited town in Oman.

There were other small towns and villages in Oman, which our sources ei-
ther do not mention or provide only scanty information on them; al-Sir,

Samad and Jurfar are only a few examples of these.?!

III

In conclusion, it is perhaps possible, in the light of the information provid-
ed by our sources, to divide the urban centres in Bahrain and Oman, into
three categories: first, urban centres which are mentioned by nearly all ge-
ographers and historians, who agree on their locations and provide a fair
amount of data on their political, social and economic conditions; second,
urban centres which are mentioned by our sources but whose location is
not identified in them; most of them seem to have been destroyed due to
natural factors or political disturbances; third, villages which were inhabit-
ed by particular tribes and named after them, such as the villages of the
Banu Muharib, Banu “Amir of Abd al-Qays and Banu “Utarid of Tamim.
The villages of “Abd al-Qays were, for example, al-Rum, al-Nagiyya and
al-Ramla, and the villages of Tamim were al-Rafiqa and al-Shunun, all of
them in Bahrain. This article, obviously, deals only with urban centres of

the first category, which flourished during the early Islamic period.

Notes

1. Yaqut, Mu®jam (Leipzig, 1868), pp. 506-7. See also F. Omar, 'The Is-
lamisation of the Gulf, a paper delivered at the University or Exeter
Symposium on The Gulf and the Arab World, 1986.

2. On the geography of Bahrain see Hamadani, Sifat Jazirat al-°Arab (Cai-
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battles took place between the two parties, the most important of which
was the battle of Qalhat, in which the Arabs defeated the Persians, who
withdrew towards Suhar and made an armistice with Malik al-Azdi on
condition that they departed from Oman for one year and paid tribute.

Our sources rarely mention Qalhat during the early Islamic period, prob-
ably because of Suhar's increasing importance and its political influence.
There was also the fact that it was some distance from lines of navigation
and maritime trade. Nevertheless, Yaqut mentions that it was again a
flourishing centre during the sixth/twelfth century, populous and witness-

ing considerable political and commercial activity.

(5) Nazwa'® was one of the most important interior towns in Oman, on a
significant military and commercial site. From the description of Yaqut,
the city seems to have consisted of a group of villages, strung out in a se-
ries. The traveller Ibn Batuta visited and described it as 'the qa‘ida of the
country ... surrounded by orchards and rivers. It also has a good and flour-
ishing market'.

The last decade of the first century of the Hijra witnessed the beginning of
the Ibadiyya movement at Basra in Iraq. The Ibadiyya then spread into
Oman, where an Imamate was declared as early as 132/749 under the lead-
crship of al-Julunda b. Mas‘ud. The Imamate was to be an important phe-
nomenon in the history of Oman, and Nazwa played a vital role in its po-
litical and ideological development. Thus in 273/885 the Imam al-Salt b.
Malik was forced to abdicate, which started a sharp disagreement among
the movement's adherents with regard to the legality of such an abdication;
Nazwa represented a neutral point of view, which endeavoured to compro-

mise between the conflicting parties. Such an attitude characterized the
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istrative importance increased after the advent of Islam, since it became
the head-quarters of the governors from the Julunda family. The city still

exists as an important port in modern Oman.

(2) Masqat.16 If Suhar was a commercial and administrative centre in the
early Islamic period, Masqat was an important port, Suhar's exit to the sea.
Surrounded by high mountains, it was a natural harbour suitable for ships
taking shelter from cyclones and storms, hence al-Bakri called it 'a shelter
for ships'. Our information about it as an urban centre, however, is scanty,

indicating that it was less important that Suhar in the first/seventh century.

3 Daba.!” This was a market place before Islam, with its market held an-
nually at the end of Rajab, under the supervision of the Al Julunda rulers
of Oman. Historical traditions call it the misr and the great market of
Oman, alluding to its administrative .and commercial reputation before Is-
lam. However, Suhar superseded Daba-~ in the Islamic period, although
competition between the two cities continued during the early days of Is-
lam. The tribes in Daba, led by Lagit al-Azdi, opposed the spreading influ-
ence of the Al Julunda. This opposition seems to have been interpreted by
the Islamic regime in Medina as a ridda (i.e. apostasy), and the Caliph Abu
Bakr helped the Al Julunda- to overcome it.

@ Qalhat18 was an ancient town. It flourished a long time before Islam:
Malik b. Fahm al-Azdi and his tribe settled there when they emigrated to
Oman from the Yemen about the middle of the sixth century A.D. The
general chroniclers as well as local historians agree that the Arab Azd col-

lided with the Persians who were occupying Oman's coastal plains. Many
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shadow Al-Ahsa'. Apart from political reasons, the development of al-
Ahsa' was due to other factors such as fertile soil and abundant water.
There is no settlement by the name of al-Ahsa’ today, but it is used for the

western coast of the Gulf lying within the boundaries of Saudi Arabia.

I

If we move to Oman during the early Islamic period, the important strate-
gic and commercial situation which Oman had at the meeting place of the
Gulf within the Arabian Sea explains the attempts of the new Islamic state
to annex this province in the very early days of Islam.'?

The Arab geographer al-Bakri'> well described Oman when he said that
'along the coast there are plains and sand, whereas at a distance we find
rugged and hard ground and mountains'. Hence most of the urban centres
in Oman were located on the coast, from commercial and navigational
considerations, since most of these centres were either ports or market
places. Others, however, were agricultural centres because of their situa-
tion on fertile productive plains; but there were also some other urban cen-
tres scattered in the interior region of Oman, where there were some fertile
areas or market places.

The most important urban centres in Oman during the early Islamic period
were:

(1) Suhar, which was the most important town in Oman, a fact which ex-
plains the abundant historical information on it in the sources. al-Istakhri
describes it as the qasaba of Oman and the most populous and wealthy city
in the province.14 Historical traditions'> mention that it was a very old
city. Before Islam, a market was held in Suhar on 1 Rajab every year; the

town was also famous for its textile industry. Suhar's political and admin-
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ten miles; the fortress is still there, bearing witness to the past.

4 Al-Zara.'® This was an important commercial centre and the residence
of the Persian marzuban before Islam, remaining well known after Islam.
Persian influence seems to have continued there after Islam, since the
sources relate that al-Muka®bar, the marzuban of al-Zara, took advantage
of the Ridda wars and fortified himself in the town, with the Magians
gathering round him and refusing to pay the jizya to the Muslim adminis-
tration. The central government in Medina was determined to defeat the
rebels and finally achieved this when al-Zara was conquered in 13 A.H., at
the beginning of the caliphate of “Umar b. al-Khattab. The killing of the
marzuban and a shortage of water contributed to the Persian defeat. Al-
°Ala' b. al-Hadrami reached a negotiated settlement, which prescribed that
the Persians should surrender one-third of the town, one-third of its gold
and silver, and half of its outlying parts.

Al-Zara was destroyed in the late “Abbasid period when it was burnt down

by conflicting tribes. Its site today bears the name al-Ramada.

(5) Al-Ahsa’.!! al-Maqgisi relates that al-Ahsa' is a town in Bahrain situat-
ed to the south-west of al-Qatif. In 493 A.H./ 1051 A.D., Nasir-i Khusraw
visited it and described it as a flourishing, fully-inhabited town with walls
and a fortress. It seems that al-Ahsa' especially developed and flourished
when the Carmathians, or Karamita, ruled Bahrain, as it became their capi-
tal and the most important city in the province, matching the traditional
capital Hajar. The sources mention that the leader of the Karamita, Abu
Tahir al-JTanabi (fourth/tenth century) revitalized al-Ahsa', fortified it and

built a new city near to it, al-Mu'miniyya, which nevertheless did not over
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the eastern coast of the Gulf. Members of Bakr b. Wa-'il were taken to
Kerman; those of Hanzala were forced to settle in Ahwaz, and sections of
“Abd al-Qays had to settle in Tawwaj and Kerman. This ruthless Persian
policy took place around A.D. 350.

North of Hajar there was a fort called al-Mushaqgar, described in the
sources as an important administrative and commercial centre, 'the great
city'; it was also the site of an annual market before Islam. Perhaps al-
Mushaqgar's importance in the view of the local historians of the Gulf
comes from the fact that it was the site of a fierce battle between the Per-
sian army an the Arabs, called the Yawm al-Safqa. The sources refer to
this battle as one of the first victorious battles of the Arabs against the Per-
sians.

The location of Hajar is identifiable as the town of al-Hufuf in Saudi Ara-

bia; but al-Mushagqar's location is now unknown.

3) Al—Qal:if9 was a famous town on the coast of Bahrain, at the coming of
Islam, second in importance only to Hajar. Al-Qatif was a fortified town
surrounded by a trench and a wall with four gates; it was also the centre of
an agricultural region with plenty of water. The Ridda leader al-Hatim b.
Dubay“a made it his headquarters during his war against the central Islam-
ic regime in Medina. However, his supporters could not resist the Muslim
army for long; they surrendered to al-‘Ala’ b. al-Hadrami, and their Per-
sian allies were obliged to retreat to al-Zara. According to our sources, al-
Qatif flourished in the third/ninth century. Some accounts assert that there
was a minbar there, indicating its importance as an administrative centre,
although it was not known as an important commercial town.

Al-Qatif today includes the island of Tarut and extends along the coast for
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of Juwatha, besides its commercial situation, was the availability of drink-
able water from a spring there, which also irrigated the date-palm orchards
and vegetable gardens west of the city. The site of the old city, especially

its mosque, still exists, but it is no longer inhabited.

@) Hajar.7 This was the most important city in Bahrain, whence some
sources use the name of this city instead of Bahrain when they speak of
the province as a whole.

In pre-Islamic times, Hajar was an important communications centre and
the capital, as it were (i.e. the ga“ida), of Bahrain. A Persian marzuban, or
governor, resided there. His name at the advent of Islam was Sibikhat,
who exchanged letters with the Prophet Muhammad but did not embrace
Islam. The majority of the inhabitants of this city was of the tribe of “Abd
al-Qays. After Islam, Hajar continued to be the most important town in
Babhrain; the Ridda insurgents captured it in 11 A.H., but al-“Ala’ b. al-H
adrami recaptured it and defeated the rebels.

Hajar was, before and after Islam, the point from which tribes moved to
the Persian coast of the Gulf, and Arab tribes were to be found on both
sides of the Gulf. About the beginning of the fourth century A.D. the tribe
of °Abd al-Qays, from Hajar in particular, moved to the Persian coast of
the Gulf and controlled Abarshahr, Ardashir Khurra and ports of the prov-
ince of Fars, seizing the opportunity offered by the weakness of the central
Sasanid regime. The historian Tabari relates that the Sasanid Emperor
Shabur II (Shapur, 309-79 A.D.) gathered his forces and attacked the Ar-
abs both on the eastern and western coasts of the Gulf. The Persian ruler
terrified the tribes, killed thousands of men, plundered towns and de-

stroyed wells. Many tribal groups there were taken captive and brought to
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portant of which are Awal, Hawarin, Shafar and Tarut.

At the advent of Islam, Awal was one of the most inhabited islands in
Bahrain, because its water was abundant and sweet, depending as it did on
subterranean water. There was a number of towns, the largest of which
was Awal, in which there was a mosque. This island was famous for agri-
culture, palm trees and fishing. As for the island of Hawarin, it was at a
three-days' walking distance from the coast. It was conquered by Ziyad b.
°Amr b. al-Mundhir, and that is why he was connected with it. In the is-
land there was a town of the same name.* The island of Tarut was located
east of al-Qatif, and between them there was shallow water; it seems too
that there was a small town with the same name of Tarut. Our sources re-
fer to a large number of springs and wells,5 but as time passed they ceased
to be useable due to negligence and to the many disturbances which the
province of Bahrain witnessed.

Bahrain was, at the advent of Islam, well inhabited, on account of the
availability of water, the fertile soil and the closeness of the sea. This ac-
counts, for the many towns and villages which are mentioned in historical

accounts, the most important of which being:

€)) Juwatha.® This was the first important base of the Muslims in Bahrain;
it had a minbar, and the first Friday prayer was performed in the mosque
of °Abd al-Qays. There was also a fortress called Hisn Juwatha. It was in
Juwatha that the people of the Ridda-the so-called apostates---surrounded
the Muslims in 11 A.H., but al-°Ala’ b. al-H adrami, several months later,
was able to defeat al-Hatim b. Dubay*a al-Rab"i, the apostates' leader, who
together with his followers retreated, leaving their arms and belongings

behind them. Perhaps the most important reason for the large population
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Chapter Eight

URBAN CENTRES IN THE GULF DURING THE
EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD: A HISTORICAL STUDY

The shores of the Gulf region comprised several provinces in the early Is-
lamic period, but the present paper is limited to the only two provinces on
the western coast of the Gulf, i.e. Oman and Bahrain. Oman geographical-
ly extended between Jurfar in the north and al-Ashfa’ in the southern part
of the Arabian peninsula, while Bahrain, regionally extended along the
western coast of the Gulf between Basra in Iraq and Jurfar in Oman.
I

Along the coast of Bahrain, there extends a low plainl in which there are
many salty lowlands, and then come broad sandhills and waste desert.?
There are also valleys, such as that of al-Sattar, the soil of which is suita-
ble for agriculture. We find, therefore, more than one hundred villages,
mentioned by the sources, such as Thaj and Nata'. In this latter village, the
tribe of Tamim captured a caravan sent by the Persian governor of the
Yemen to the Sasanid Emperor. Our sources relate that this was the reason
for the battle of Yawm al-Safqa3 between the Banu Tamim and the Sasan-
id army in Bahrain. After the coastal and inner plains, the third topograph-
ical part in Bahrain is called al-Samman. It was so-called for its hardness,
but its valleys were rich in pastures, especially in rainy winters, and the
rain water in this region accumulated for a long period. There are also a

number of islands which belong to the province of Bahrain, the most im-
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CONCLUSION

Although the Persian control of the Arab Gulf region during the late Sa-
sanid period was nominal and limited to certain coastal ports and plains, it
is important to observe that one of the greatest appeals of Islam to the Ar-
abs of the Gulf was the fact that they saw in it a power capable of throw-
ing off the hated Persian yoke. This was beyond mere political freedom; it
represented an opportunity to regain rich land and extend their settlements,
as well as providing access to maritime trade with the outside world, and
direct contact with their Arab brothers who had settled in large numbers
on the eastern coast of the Arab Gulf many centuries before Islam, as his-
torical sources indicate.”> The advent of Islam was indeed to re-establish
Arab sovereignty over both sides of the Gulf at least during the first three
centuries of Islam, thereby fixing the Arab identity of the Gulf. It was as
early as 15 AH./ 636 A.D. that al-‘Ala’ b. al-Hadrami, the governor of al-
Bahrayn, started his abortive attempt to conquer the eastern coast of the
Gulf.>® The second attempt was made in 16 A.H./ 637 A.D. when caliph
“Umar b. al-Khattab ordered the governor of al-Bahrayn, “Uthman- b. Abi
al-°As to conquer the eastern coast. Three thousand Arabs from Azd, Ra-
sib, Najiya and “Abd al-Qays crossed the Gulf from Jurfar and captured
Kawan island. The Persian governor of Kirman met them at Qishm island
and a new battle ensued in which the Arabs were victorious. This battle
put an end to Persian Sasanid sovereignty over the Gulf. Islamic central
authority over the Arab Gulf region during the early decades of Islam,
however, had to face trouble coming from the Kharijite movement which
spread through the region establishing a somewhat revolutionary extremist
republic in al-Bahrayn and a moderate imamate in “Uman, a matter which

lies outside the scope of this chapter.
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other historical accounts supported by local “Uman sources assert that
what happened was a minor misunderstanding over the zakat due from a
woman of Bani al-Harith which developed into a conflict between Lagqit's
forces and Al-Juland- caliph Abu Bakr acted quickly and sent two
contingents: one led by dudhayfa al-Ghalfani from northern “Uman, the
other led by “Arfaja al-Barigi from Mahra in southern “Uman. He also or-
dered “Ikrima b. Abi Jahal to move from Yamama to “Uman to help them
if need be. Al-Julanda's position was strenghened, and they advanced and
re-occupied Suhar. From there they sent many letters to Arab chiefs who
were with Laqit al-Azdi and succeeded in winning them over. The Julanda
forces backed by Banu Najiya and “Abd al-Qays quelled the rest of Lagit’s
supporters, and sent some of them as hostages to Medina.

With the coming of Islam the Julandites, as we have already mentioned,
were the rulers of “Uman. Wilkinson asserts that before Islam “Uman was
under Persian rule, while al-°Ani holds that there is nothing in our authen-
tic sources to substantiate this point of view. However, Ibn Habib34 relates
that the kings of Persia used the Julandites 'as rulers' of “Uman. It could be
said, as in the case of al-Bahrayn, that at the birth of Islam the Persian rule
of “Uman was only nominal and limited to coastal regions, especially the
rich plains and some ports, while the rest of “Uman was independent and
ruled by the Julandites and other Arab chiefs. During the caliphate of
“Uthman “Uman, like al-Bahrayn, was administratively associated with the
governor of Basra in al-“Iraq. This encouraged the substantial migration of
the Azd of “Uman to Basra to join the Muslim armies in the conquest of

Persia.
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if they did not accept Islam the letters threaten to destroy their authority. It
seems, however, that these letters show the early stages of the contacts be-
tween the Islamic state and the people of “Uman. From a historian's point
of view nothing substantial can be analysed from them as they contain no
important political events.

Al-Tzkawi relates>> that Jayfar b. al-Julanda contacted the Persians of “U-
man calling on them to become Muslims, and when they refused, a tribal
army marched against them. The Persians were defeated and their com-
mander was killed in the battle. The triumphant Arabs marched on the
main Persian centre at Suhar and laid siege to the fortified garrison quar-
ters of Damstajird (Dastajird in other sources). Eventually the Persians
sued for peace and accepted safe conduct for their ships on the condition
that they and their families never attempted toreturn to “Uman.

The power of al-Julanda increased with the advent of Islam, but at the
same time opposition to them grew too. It must be mentioned that this op-
position was political and had nothing to do with Islam as a faith, nor with
the new measures introduced by the Islamic administration in “Uman. The
opposition was gathered round Lagit b, Malik al-Azdi in Daba. He was an
influential figure and enjoyed power which equalled that of al-Julanda;
historians relate that one of his epithets was 'the one with crown'. He was
supported by his own tribe and sections of other tribes. From Daba he ex-
tended his authority towards the rich coastal plains, and forced the Julanda
to flee to the mountains. Meanwhile the Prophet died in 11 A.H./ 632A.D.
and Jayfar b. al-Julanda sent a letter to the new caliph Abu Bakr al-Siddiq
asking for help.33

The 'Diba affair', as Wilkinson calls it, was described by some accounts as

an apostasy war, to fit in with the general political picture of the time. But

\15



Caetani,29 on the contrary, presumes that the initiative came from al-
Julanda rulers of “Uman who were facing strong tribal opposition and
needed help from the Islamic state in Medina. This assumption has no
grounds as it is not based on authentic historical accounts. It is true that
their acceptance of Islam gave the rulers of “Uman a stronger position and
many political advantages, but it did not Put an end to the tribal and re-
gional opposition to the rule of al-Julanda, which indicates that tribal fac-
tionalism was not altogether uprooted with the advent of Islam.

The central government in Medina did not impose heavy duties on the
people of “Uman. The Arab “Umanis, of course, were expected to pay tax-
es such as zakat and kharaj to Medina. As for the Magians, Jews and oth-
ers, they paid the jizya. Many historical accounts speak of different “Uma-
ni delegations to meet the Prophet in Medina.>® Most of them represented
the Azd of “Uman. It must be said, however, that some of these accounts
are fabrications of a later period when the struggle for power fostered
competition among the tribes as to the primacy in accepting Islam and
meeting the Prophet. What is notable is that these delegations reflect the
dissensions between tribal factions and the lack of a central authority
which exercised power all over “Uman. It is also noticeable that these del-
egations did not play a major and active part in spreading Islam, which in-
dicates that they had no political or sacial influence over their tribes.

The Prophet Muhammad also sent letters to “Uman probably after the con-
quest of Mecca in 8 AH. The sources describe three different letters:>!
one to Jayfar and “Abd, the Julanda rulers; another to the delegation of the
Thumala and Hadan tribes; the third to the people of “Umin in general.
These letiers were brief and to the point. The Prophet calls upon them to
accept Islam and promises to back them if they do so. On the other hand,
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hands of the tribal heads.?® It is true that the Muslim gOovernor was respon-
sible for maintaining peace and stability and spreading Islam as well as
collecting taxes from the people. Apart from that his influence was only
minor. Al-Bahrayn was first connected with Medina, but it was later con-
nected with the governor of Basra in al-“Iraq during the caliphate of “Uth-
man, 23-35 A.H./ 655A.D. This helped to increase the tribal migration
from al-Bahrayn to al-“Irag.

THE ISLAMISATON OF ‘UMAN

Historical accounts®’ agree that “Uman accepted Islam peacefully by the
end of the Prophet's life. It is related that the Prophet Muhammad sent
®Amr b. al-°As to Jayfar and “Abd, the two sons of Al-Julanda, to deliver a
letter calling them to Islam. They responded along with their tribes. How-
ever, the accounts differ on whether this took place in 6, 8 or 11 A.H. In
our opinion these different accounts are not necessarily contradictory, for
it is possible that the Prophet had started his initiative in 6 A.H. after the
Hudaybiyya pact with the Quraysh, then re-established contacts in 8 A.H.
after the conquest of Mecca, when the new Islamic state acquired strength
and fame over all Arabia.

It is worth mentioning that the ties between “Uman and the Hijaz were
deeply rooted.?® Arab tribes such as Banu Sama b. Lu'ayy immigrated to
“Uman centuries before Islam and settled there. Commercial contacts be-
tween “Uman and Hijaz, especially the export of “‘Umani and Subari tex-
tiles, were strong. The geographic, strategic and commercial position of
“Uman must have caught the attention of the Prophet, a factor which might
account for the early contacts of the Islamic state with the people of ‘U-

man.
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and helped al-°Ala’ to achieve final victory.

Before the advent of Islam al-Bahrayn was semi-independent. One should
not exaggerate the connections between the Sasanids and the people of al-
Bahrayn which were not strong at all. The Sasanid rule was only nominal
and limited to certain coastal areas where the Sasanid ships put into har-
bour. It seems that their aim was only to prevent the Arabs from carrying
out ‘hostile actions' against Persian interests, especially trade. It is also
probable that the Sasanids were trying in vain to stop the Arab immigra-
tion to the east coast of the Arab Gulf,24 and to control the contacts be-
tween the Arabs of eastern and western coasts.

Before Islam Sibukht the Sasanid marzuban was residing in Hajar with a
small garrison. There was an exchange of letters between him and the
Prophet Muhammad, and the latter invited him to visit Medina, the capital
of the new Islamic state, but it seems that he did not accept Islam. Howev-
er, neither did Sibukht ally himself with the enemies of Islam or the apos-
tates in al-Bahrayn. This non-aligned stand taken by the marzuban did not
satisfy the Sasanids who dismissed him and appointed a new marzuban
called al-Muka‘bir Faruz who was the commander of the Persian garrison
in al-Bahrayn. Al-Muka‘bir transferred his residence from Hajar to the
coastal port of al-Zara to be near the Persian fleet, and prepared himself to
withstand attack. Al-Muka‘bir's resistance to Islam did not last long as he
was defeated and killed in 13 A.H./ 634A.D. during the caliphate of Abu
Bakr al-Siddiq.2

After the defeat of the apostates, al-Bahrayn became part of the Muslim
state, and al-Mundbir al-Tamimi stayed as the real ruler of al-Bahrayn,
helped by other tribal chiefs. We have a list of the governors (wulat) of al-
Bahrayn sent from the caliphs of Medina but the real power was still in the
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ple, and therefore had no great influence on them. At his meeting with the
Prophet he did not promise to work for the spread of Islam in al-Bahrayn
but rather asked the Prophet to write a letter to the people of that region.
The Prophet agreed and the letter was sent with Al-°Ala‘ b. al-Hadrami
who returned with the delegation to al-Bahrayn. The letter was delivered
to Al-Mundhir b. Sawa. al-Tamimi who was the ruler of al-Bahrayn at that
time and exercised great influence. Tabari calls al-Mundhir al-Tamimi 'Sa-
hib al-Bahrayn'. Other sources call him the king or the governor (“amil) of
al-Bahrayn.22 He probably had some ties with the Sasanids, whose author-
ity was only nominal and limited to some coastal parts of the region. It is
noticeable that our historical traditions do not speak of the role played by
al-Ashaj al-°Abdi and his delegation in spreading the Islamic da“wa. This
substantiates the theory that they were of no influence in the region. Al-
Ashaj himself with some members of the delegation immigrated to Basra
in al-“Iraq shortly after his return to al-Bahrayn. It is known that most of
the tribe of “Abd al-Qays immigrated to Basra when this new city became
the centre of the Islamic conquests eastwards into south-western Persia.

The second delegation from al-Bahrayn was headed by al-Jarud Bishr b.
Hanash al-°Abdi who was an influential chief among “Abd al-Qays. This
delegation took place in 10 A.H. Al-Jarud became a real Muslim and his
role in spreading Islam among his people was said to be great.23 Al-
Jarud's influential position was instrumental during the ridda wars in de-
terring his tribe from apostasy and he backed the governor of al-Bahrayn,
al-°Ala' b. al-Hadrami, against the apostates from Banu Bakr and other
tribes who were led by Al-Hatam b. Dubay‘a. al-Jarud not only backed Is-
lam against the apostates, but he also succeeded in winning over a section
of Bakr led by Al-Muthanna al-Shaybani who joined the Muslim armies
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The Messenger of God (God bless and preserve him) wrote to al-Mundhir
b. Sawa. 'Furthermore, my messengers have praised you. In so far as you
act well, I shall act well towards you, and reward you for your work; and
you shall deal uprightly with God and His messenger. Peace be upon you.'
He sent it by al-Ala b. al-Hadrami.'® He [al-Mundhir] wrote to the Mes-
senger of God ... announcing his acceptance of Islam and his belief in him
[or it]: Thave read your letter to the people of Hajar. Some of them like Is-
lam and admire it and have entered it; and some dislike it. In my country
there are Magians and Jews. Tell me your command about that.' The Mes-
senger of God ... wrote to him: In so far as you act well, we shall not re-
move you from your position as ruler. He who remains a Jew or a Magian
is obliged to pay the tax [jizyah].19

The people of al-Bahrayn also sent delegations (wufud) to the Prophet
Muhammad. Sources give many different accounts of these delegations. It
is most probable that there were two delegations of the tribe of “Abd al-
Qays to Madina. The first took place in 9 A.H. headed by Al-Ashaj al-
Mundhir b. A'idh al-°Abdi. The delegation consisted of about twenty men
including Al-Jarud Bishr b. Hanash al-°Abdi. The latter was Christian and
accepted Islam on this occasion at the hands of the Prophet.20 Ibn Hisham
relates the story of the meeting as follows:

When he [Al-Jarud] came to the apostle he spoke to him, and the apostle
explained Islam to him and invited him to enter it with kindly words. He
replied: Muhammad I owe a debt. if I leave my religion for yours will you
guarantee my debt?' The apostle said, 'Yes, I guarantee that what God has
guided you to is better than that', so he and his companions accepted Is-
Jam.2!

It seems, however, that Al-Ashaj al-°Abdi was not a chief among his peo-
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tween al-Bahrayn and the Hijaz had already existed before Islam.!> The
apostasy wars were, in fact, not as Caetani tries to describe them since the
Muslim forces under the command of Al-°Ala' b, Hadrami crushed the ap-
ostates before they gained any significant ground in al-Bahrayn.

As for the Prophet's letters to al-Bahrayn, our early sources, whether
chronicles16 or local historians, agree neither on the number of letters nor
on the names of those who received them. There are about eight letters,
some of them to individuals, others to Arab tribes or Magians of Hajar and
others to the 'people of al-Bahrayn' or 'people of Hajar' in general. Histori-
cal accounts also differ on the date these letters were sent, especially as
there is no date on the letters themselves. It seems, however, that most of
them were sent after the conquest of Mecca in 8 A.H./630A.D., since by
that time the new Islamic state was stronger and better established in the
Hijaz. By examining these letters it can be seen that they can be divided
into two groups: the first group were only instructions and information on
Islam given to the delegations which visited Medina, whilst the second
group contains a call upon the people of al-Bahrayn to join Islam and a
promise of help.

On the other hand, these letters reflect the fact that Islam faced some resis-
tance from tribal factions in al-Bahrayn. Another important phenomenon
which is reflected by these letters is that the people of al-Bahrayn were di-
vided into many sections before the advent of Islam. These tribal and re-
gional groups, which valued their freedom, did not pay much attention to
any central authority, and this accounts for the large number of letters sent
by the Prophet to each section of the population.

It is worth citing an example of one of these letters from the Prophet to al-
Bahrayn:



that it was sent after the ycar 8 A.H. when the Islamic da®wa became
stronger and the fame of the Prophet spread all over Arabia. Al-Mundhir
al-Tamimi accepted Islam with his Arab followers, and some non-Arabs.
The rest of the inhabitants such as the Christians, Jews and Magians held
on to their faith, and agreed to pay land tax, kharaj, especially on dates,
and poll tax, jizya.

However, although these events are well-established facts, they contain an
element of exaggeration. It was not possible to speak of a wholesale
spread of Islam among the Arabs. The Muslim state was still new in com-
parison with the old Sasanid empire whose influence was still felt in some
regions of the Gulf, especially in the coastal area. At any rate, accounts of
the early contacts of the Prophet with al-Bahrayn and his sending a delega-
tion to it are all authentic. The early acceptance by al-Mundhir b. Sawa of
Islam'? can be justified because it gave him additional strength and politi-
cal influence against the Persian Sasanid strongholds in al-Bahrayn. This
accounts for his survival as a ruler of al-Bahrayn until his deal in 11 A.H./
632A.D..

Caetani'* rejects all these historical accounts and assumes that they were
later fabrications, and that the spread of Islam in al-Bahrayn was weak and
limited. In addition, he states that the ruler of al-Bahrayn forced some
groups of Arabs to accept Islam. Caetani gives two reasons for his claim:
first, because al-Bahrayn was distant from the Hijaz, and its contacts with
the new da“wa were weak. Second, the wars of ridda (apostasy) in al-
Bahrayn after the Prophet's death were fierce, which means that Islam
must have met with strong resistance.

Caetani's claim has no basis because he does not depend on historical ac-

counts. Different early historians agree that the commercial contacts be-
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converting the people and Christianity also spread through the Nestorian
Lakhmids of al-°fraq who enjoyed political influence over the Arab Gulf
region before Islam. However, the influence of Christianity remained lim-
ited in the Gulf region as it was associated with the political and military
activities of the Romans and Abyssinians.

As for Judaism, it is difficult to estimate the exact period of its spread into
the Gulf area. It seems, however, that the Jews came as traders and immi-
grants, mainly from al-“Iraq, and distinguished themselves in commerce,
finance and agriculture although they remained a small minority.

The teachings and complicated rituals of Magiasm had no appeal among
the Arabs. Besides, it was associated with the expansionist policy of the
Sasanids. The hegemony of Islam put an end to it, and the worshipping of

fire was no more heard of in the Gulf.

THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN AL-BAHRAYN

Al-Bahrayn is one of the regions in the Arab Gulf which accepted the Is-
lamic da®wa peacefully.10 Early Islamic sources, as well as local Gulf his-
torians describe how Islam spread in al-Bahrayn, the 'delegations' (wufud)
of the tribes to Prophet Muhammad and the many letters exchanged be-
tween the Prophet and a number of distinguished personalities in al-
Bahrayn.

Many differently phrased and presumably independent accounts agree that
the people of al-Bahrayn were prepared for a new da“wa and ready to ac-
cept a new religion.11 Early historians agree that the Prophet himself took
the initiative and sent a letter with Al-°Ala’ b. al-Hadrami to Al-Mundhir
b. sawa al-Tamimi in Hajar calling upon him to accept Islam.'? Historical

accounts differ on the date of this letter, but it is only natural to assume
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its most important city.

As for the province of “Uman, it lies in the south-eastern part of the Arabi-
an peninsula overlooking both the Arabian Gulf and the Arabian sea. Its
geographical location, therefore, had great commercial and military impor-
tance during the early Islamic period. “Uman's ports then became the
greatest centres for maritime trade as well as military bases to ensure the
security and stability of the Gulf.

Although the geographical location of “Uman is strategically far more im-
portant than that of al-Bahrayn, no clear or full description of its boundar-
ies are found in Islamic sources.” However, it can be deduced from many
traditions® that “Uman extended between Jurfar in the north and al-Ashfa,
which is part of Shihr on the southern coast of the Arabian peninsula.
These Omani boundaries were subject to variation according to political
and administrative conditions.

These two provinces, as sources indicate, seem to have been thickly popu-
lated at the advent of Islam. The majority of the tribes of “Abd al-Qays
and part of the tribes of Tamim, Bakr b. Wa'il and Azd dwelt in al-
Ba.hrayn.7 As for “Uman, we observe that Azd was its biggest and most
powerful tribe, which led early historians to describe “Uman as 'the home-
land of the Azd'. Other tribes which inhabited “Uman were Sama b.
Lul'ayy, “Abd al-Qays, Tamim and Bakr b. Wwai'l® Minority elements of
alien races such as Persians, Zutt and Sayabija were also to be found in
these regions. The metropolitan character of “Uman and al-Bahrayn ac-
counts for the existence of heathenism and a variety of religions' such as
Judaism and Christianity. Christianity found more ground in the Gulf re-
gions than Judaism partly because of the secluded nature of Judaism.

Many Christian missionaries sent by the Roman empire played a part in
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Chapter Seven

The Islamisation of the Arab Gulf

INTRODUCTION

This chapter is an attempt to study the conditions of the Arab Gulf region
at the advent of Islam, and to see how it accepted the new religion. Al-
though the Arab Gulf, regionally, includes many provinces, the present re-
search is limited to the only two provinces known during the early Islamic
period: al-Bahrayn and “Uman.

Al-Bahrayn was a province which extended along the western coast of the
Arab Gulf between Basra in al-Iraq and Jurfar in °UmanZ. Muslim geogra-
phers3 considered it a part of the Arabian peninsula but the information
they provide about its boundaries is scanty and general. This is probably to
be attributed, among other reasons, to the fact of al-Bahrayn being geo-
graphically apart from the Arab homeland on the one hand, and the inte-
gration of its population, i.e. 'the Arabs' of al-Bahrayn with their Arab
neighbours in Yamama, “Uman and al-Iraq on the other. According to Ya-
qut,4 al-Bhrayn consisted of many regions: 'al-Khatt, al-Qatif, al-Ara, Ha-
jar, Baynuna, al-Zara, Juwatha, al-Sabur, Darin, al-Ghaba, Hajar al-Safa
and al-Mushamgqar'. He adds that Hajar was the centre of al-Bahrayn, and
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